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As parents, you play a crucial role in supporting your child's education and
understanding their developmental journey. The shift between year groups
lessens as children get older but the changes in Key Stage one can be
significant because the children change and develop so quickly. One
important transition that children experience in the English education
system is the shift from Year One to Year Two. This transition brings about
significant changes in the curriculum and expectations For your child.
Understanding these differences can help you provide the necessary
support and guidance to ensure your child's continued growth and success.
In this guide, we will explore the differences between Year One and Year
Two, shedding light on how the curriculum and expectations evolve during
this critical period.
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In Year One, the curriculum is designed to provide AV g

a solid Foundation For learning, focusing on
developing key skills across various subjects.
Children engage in activities that promote
phonics, basic numeracy, literacy, and there is still
quite a lot of exploration through play. As they
progress to Year Two, the curriculum becomes
gradually more structured and advanced.

Literacy:

In Year Two, literacy skills are
enhanced through activities such as
reading comprehension, writing
longer sentences, and expanding
vocabulary. Children are
encouraged to express their
thoughts and ideas with clarity,
using correct grammar and
punctuation, and are expected to
write lengthier pieces.
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So what is different?

Numeracy:
The numeracy curriculum in Year Two
builds upon the foundation Laid in Year
One. Children delve into more complex
mathematical concepts, including addition
and subtraction of two digit numbers,
multiplication, and division.
Problem-solving and reasoning (being able
to explain how they know something)
become integral parts of their
mathematical development.

Science and Humanities:

Year Two introduces children to broader
scientific and historical concepts. They explore
topics such as plants, animals, materials, forces,
and significant historical events. There is an
increased emphasis on developing observation,
critical thinking, and research skills and topics
are looked at in greater depth and For longer.

Art and Design:
Creative expression through art and design continues to play a significant
role in Year Two. Children experiment with different media, learn about
Famous artists, and engage in projects that encourage imagination and
aesthetic development. Often this is taught thrnugh other
subjects - for example, drama is
taught through literacy, or singing
is part of group assemblies or
music every week. This is partly
because the curriculum is very
Full and it is difficult to Fit
everything in, but also because
learning is more interesting when
it's blended and has a context
rather than seperated out into
subjects.
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Expectations and Assessment:

As your child progresses from Year One to Year Two, expectations and
assessment methods also evolve. Teachers and schools use a variety
of methods to gauge your child's progress and provide targeted
support where needed.

Increased Independence:

Year Two expects children to become more independent in
their lLearning. They are encouraged to take responsibility
for their belongings, follow instructions, manage their time,
and complete tasks with less assistance.

Social Skills and Behaviour:
In addition to academic growth, Year Two also focuses on
the development of social skills, such as effective
communication, collaboration, and empathy. Children are
encouraged to respect others, resolve conflicts peacefully,
and engage in positive interactions. There is also the much
feared sex education.. You'll be relieved to hear that at this
age it isn't showing them pornography or describing how sex
happens - it's about relationships, caring for others, respect
and physical boundaries: knowing how to say when
someone is telling you to do something you don't want to do
for example. This has very dark connotations, but can also
be as breezy as messing about in a lesson or hiding from
someone. The aim is to encourage children to be confident
with saying what they feel comfortable with.

The transition from Year One to Year Twe brings about significant changes in the
curriculum and expectations for your child. Understanding these differences empowers you
to provide the necessary support and guidance. By recognising the evolving curriculum,
encouraging independence, assisting with homewaork, and fostering social and emaotional
skills, you can help your child navigate this transition successfully. Remember, every child
progresses at their own pace, and your continued involvement and encouragement will be
instrumental in their development and education.
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